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WRAP-UP OF JOCKEYS’ GUILD ASSEMBLY 2016

The welfare and safety of jockeys was at the center of the 2016 Jockeys’ Guild Assembly which concluded February 17th following two days of sessions at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino and Hotel in Hollywood, Florida.

The assembly was attended by active and retired jockeys from the Thoroughbred and Quarter Horse industries.  The focal point of the assembly was the need to advance the safety of the human athletes in the sport and the importance of the Guild working with all horse racing related entities.

In his opening remarks, Terry Meyocks, the Guild’s National Manager, noted that jockeys face some of the same issues that resulted in the formation of the Guild in 1940 but through communication and working together, issues can be resolved.  Meyocks also recognized that the Permanently Disabled Jockeys’ Fund is celebrating its 10th year in 2016 and that there is still no industry wide guaranteed funding for the more than 60 riders who have suffered catastrophic on-track injuries and rely on the PDJF for support.

Meyocks also mentioned that in March of 2015, the Guild established a Research and Development committee and over 20 organizations in the industry were asked to be a part of learning more about helmets and safety vests and to assess the quality and value of the protective equipment.  While much has been learned the Guild is talking to these organizations about the next step.

Guild priorities stressed for the future include:

 *Working to make sure jockeys have more of a voice on industry matters

              *Industry wide guaranteed funding for the PDJF
 *The need for jockeys to receive fair compensation throughout the country even at our 

   premier racing venues
 *Continue to promote riders in the media to make leading riders be household names.

“Developing a Concussion Model in Horse Racing” was the subject of Dr. Carl Matacola of the University of Kentucky who has been working with the Guild over the last several years on the Jockey Injury Database.  Dr. Matacola noted that unlike other sports, horse racing has not yet made it a priority. Suggestions include giving all jockeys baseline testing which would be conducted annually and every racetrack would have medical personnel trained in concussion testing.

Paul Struthers, Executive Director of the Professional Jockeys Association in the United Kingdom compared British racing to that in United States including number of races, licensing requirements such as fitness to ride standards, and current research.  Struthers noted that the British Racing Authority rules over all licensees, which makes getting things done much easier than in the U.S. which has no national governing body.

A panel discussion, “Adjusting to Life After Riding” with HRRN’s Mike Penna as moderator included panelists, Angel Cordero, Jr., Laffit Pincay, Jr., G.R. Carter, Ramon Dominguez, Casey Lambert and John Velazquez discussing the need for jockeys to have a long range plan for the next phase after their career as a jockey is over. The panel discussed some of the pitfalls each has experienced including in Ramon Dominguez’s case, having to retire early because of a head injury. 

Nancy LaSala, Executive Director of the PDJF gave an update on the financial status of the Permanently Disabled Jockeys’ Fund and noted the success of last year’s Jockeys and Jeans funding raising event at Indiana Downs.  LaSala reiterated that while the organization continues to do fund raising events such as Karaoke at Saratoga, and Jockeys Across America, dedicated funding from the industry is necessary.  LaSala also encouraged the riders to contribute $1 per mount through the horsemen’s bookkeepers.

Barry Pearl, President of Jockeys and Jeans gave an update on this year’s event scheduled for February 28th at Gulfstream Park.

The second day of the assembly included updates from their respective areas from Jockeys’ Guild regional managers.

Kenneth Munao of Morgan Stanley discussed the importance of money management and jockeys should consider investing well before retirement and gave examples of what different amounts of investment would look like in future years.

Corey Johnsen, founder of JockeyTalk360 and President of Kentucky Downs updated the Assembly about JockeyTalk360 web site launched last year. The site is dedicated to promoting and celebrating the sport of horse racing by showcasing jockeys.  The 2015 accomplishments include highlighting a Jockey of Week which is voted on by a panel of horse racing experts, Derby Day Silent Auction to benefit the PDJF, a weekly blog, selection of a Quarter Horse Jockey of the Month, weekly e-newsletter and e-commerce.  In the future, more original content will be posted as well online memorabilia sales.  Johnsen is also working on permission to have a Jockey7 wager at this year’s Kentucky Downs meet.  The majority of proceeds from their sponsors benefit the Jockeys’ Guild and the Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund. 

Mindy Coleman, in-house council for the Jockeys’ Guild updated members on New Jersey’s Exchange Wagering. The law is set to begin sometime in March, 2016, and it will affect jockeys across the country not just those who ride in New Jersey.

Paul Struthers continued his presentation touching on riding fees, how the PJA is funded, the role and services of the PJA, career ending insurance and the role sponsorships play in funding the PJA.

An awards dinner was held at Gulfstream Park Tuesday evening with the Eddie Arcaro Award being presented to Brian Elmore, the Laffit Pincay, Jr. Award to Casey Lambert, and the Jacky Martin Award to Gilbert Ortiz.  JockeyTalk360 made presentations to jockey Florent Geroux as the Most Improved Rider for 2015 and to T.D. Houghton for the 2015 Comeback of the Year Award.  For the second consecutive year, the Jockeys’ Guild presented a Courage Award.  This year, in recognition of the 10th Anniversary of the Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund, the award was presented to legendary jockey Ron Turcotte in recognition of the courage and determination of the more than 60 riders who depend on the Permanently Disabled Jockeys Fund.  Michael Straight, critically injured in an on-track accident in 2009, accepted the award on behalf of Ron Turcotte.  
Jockeys’ Guild, Inc. ( 448 Lewis Hargett Circle, Suite 220 ( Lexington, KY 40503 ( phone | (859) 523-JOCK (5625)                                toll free | (866) GO-JOCKS (465-6257)  (  fax | (859) 219-9892 (  website | www.jockeysguild.com

Jockeys’ Guild, Inc. ( 448 Lewis Hargett Circle, Suite 220 ( Lexington, KY 40503 ( phone | (859) 523-JOCK (5625)                                toll free | (866) GO-JOCKS (465-6257)  (  fax | (859) 219-9892 (  website | www.jockeysguild.com


