
Jockey Sam Thompson, 36, who was injured December 20 when his mount, the first-time starter Harems Dynasty, 

fell after the wire during a 300-yard maiden race for 2-year-olds at Los Alamitos, died on December  25.  

Thompson, a native of North Carolina, was one of the leaders in the jockey's room at Los Alamitos.  A Jockeys' Guild 

Senator and the room representative, Thompson was involved with Los Alamitos management in the expansion and 

renovation to upgrade the jockey's room at the Orange County track. He was also a council member of the Los 

Alamitos division of the Race Track Chaplaincy of America. 

"Whenever I needed to discuss something with the jockeys, 

Sam always took a leadership role," said Ron Church, the 

racing secretary at Los Alamitos. "The young riders looked up 

to Sam. He was a young man but he was viewed as one of the 

deans in the Los Alamitos jockey's room. He looked after 

them. He always wanted the best for his fellow riders." 

“Sam owned the respect of a lot of people including myself,” 

said jockey Cody Jensen, his fellow Los Alamitos room rep 

and also a member of the national senate of the Jockeys’ 

Guild. “He was probably as well respected and liked from 

coast to coast as any jockey I’ve ever known. 

Thompson had recently returned to the saddle after missing 

most of the 2008 season while recovering from a broken foot. 

Thompson won the Los Alamitos Million Futurity in 1997 

with champion This Snow Is Royal and 1999 with champion 

Corona Kool. He also piloted champions Tiny First Effort, 

Corona Cash and Deelish to name a few. He won the 2007 

Go Man Go Handicap with champion FDD Dynasty, the 

2006 PCQHRA Breeders Futurity with Tac It Like A Man and 

the 2006 Rainbow Futurity with Big Time Hero. Thompson 

was awarded the Special Achievement/Jockey award by the 

PCQHRA in 2000. The award goes to a rider who has had an 

outstanding year, shown significant improvement, or achieved 

racing success. 

Family and friends gathered Monday, January 12 to pay tribute 

and celebrate his life.  In a 90-minute service officiated by 

RTCA chaplain Aurio Bermeo, Los Alamitos Track An-

nouncer Ed Burgart, Sam’s mother, Gloria Thompson, Frank 

“Scoop” Vessels, Ronnie Stewart and Cody Jensen offered 

eulogies. 

Sam is survived by his mother, Gloria, father, Harold, step-mother Cathy, girlfriend Kristen Watanabe, brother Eric 

and sister Kim, and niece Jaime.  As a result of Sam’s designation as an organ donor, 13 patients received organs 

from Thompson.  The Sam Thompson Memorial Fund has been established and donations may be made to the Los 

Alamitos division of the Race Track Chaplaincy of America, 4961 Katella Avenue, Los Alamitos, CA  90720.     

Edited from Los Alamitos Press Release 

 Veteran QH Rider Sam Thompson  
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Sam aboard champion FDD Dynasty in the 2007 
Go Man Go Handicap at Los Alamitos. 



Losing mount fees for jockeys riding 

at Turf Paradise increased January 1, 

2009 and January 15 at Gulfstream 

Park, as well as at Calder and the 

Tropical Park meet at Calder. 

The new scale at Turf Paradise calls 

for losing mount fees to range from 

$55 on the low end to $105 in races 

with a purse of $100,000 or more.  

Previously, the losing mount fee was 

$45. 

“We are happy that we were able to 

reach an agreement with the Arizona 

HBPA,” said Terry Meyocks, national 

manager of the Jockeys’ Guild.  “This 

is the first meaningful increase in 

losing mount fees in Arizona in 

decades.  I would like to thank Tom 

Metzen, the executive director of the 

Arizona HBPA, Scott Stevens, our 

guild representative and the guild’s 

regional manager, Darrell Haire, for 

their work in reaching this agree-

ment.  The jockeys look forward to 

working with the horsemen and Turf 

Paradise management to help grow 

racing in the Phoenix area.” 

The new scale in South Florida pro-

vides for losing mount fees to range 

from $75 on the bottom to $105 at 

the top of the purse scale.   

“I would like to thank Sam Gordon 

(president of the Florida HBPA), the 

board of the FHBPA and Bill Mur-

phy (Gulfstream president and gen-

eral manager) for working with the 

jockeys and Herbie Rivera, the 

guild’s regional manager, to reach 

this agreement,” said Terry Meyocks, 

national manager of the Jockeys’ 

Guild.  “The jockeys look forward to 

working with the FHBPA and the 

industry in South Florida on other 

initiatives that would be beneficial to 

the horsemen and the industry in 

general,” Meyocks added. 

“We appreciate the contributions of 

the jockeys to the sport and are 

happy to help the South Florida 

riders,” said Sam Gordon, president 

of the FHBPA.  “The entire board 

voted unanimously to accept the 

agreement and will revisit the scale 

next year.  We want to work together 

with the jockeys to do more for rac-

ing in South Florida down the road.” 

“We appreciate the cooperation of 

the horsemen’s groups, racing com-

missions and track managements 

that have helped achieve these 

needed raises in losing mount fees,” 

said Meyocks. 

These new scales follow increases 

through legislation at California 

tracks and negotiated increases at 

Finger Lakes, New York Racing 

Association tracks, Monmouth, 

Meadowlands, Atlantic City, Haw-

thorne, Arlington, Fairmount Park, 

Indiana Downs, Hoosier Park, 

Tampa Bay Downs, and Turf Para-

dise. Jockeys at Philadelphia Park 

and Penn National have also received 

raises in their losing mount fees. 

Mount Fees Increase at Turf Paradise and South Florida 

“This is the first 

meaningful 

increase in losing 

mount fees in 

Arizona in 

decades.” 
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JOCKEYS to Premiere on Animal Planet February 6 

Seven jockeys and the sport of horse 

racing will be ready for their close-up 

when Animal Planet debuts a new 

series focused on riders and their 

Thoroughbreds. The featured riders 

are Mike Smith, Jon Court, Alex 

Solis, Aaron Gryder, Chantal Suther-

land, Joe Talamo and Kayla Stra. 

“Jockeys” will premiere at 9 p.m.  

EST on Friday, February 6.  The 12-

part series of 30-minute shows ex-

plores the on-and off-track triumphs 

and struggles seven jockeys face 

while riding on the California cir-

cuit.  

The show, which is by the producers 

of MTV’s “Laguna Beach: The Real 

Orange County,” is part of a recent 

rebranding of the network focused 

on animals. 

In addition to shows about exotic 

animals in different locales, the 

network has ventured into edgier, 

reality-based fare. 

Animal Planet’s controversial new 

show “Whale Wars,” which recently 

completed its first season with the 

highest ratings among 25-54 year-

olds in the network’s history, fol-

lowed a small group of activists bat-

tling Japanese whalers on the high 

seas. 

“Part of the new Animal Planet is 

about exploring the intimate rela-

tionships between animals and hu-

mans,” said Animal Planet President 

Marjorie Kaplan. 

The “Jockeys” series, billed as a 

“docu-drama,” was primarily filmed 

during the Oak Tree meeting at 

Santa Anita Park. 

In addition to the races, the show 

explores the different relationships 

between the jockeys as well as the life 

of a competitive rider.  “Jockeys” 

delves into the romantic relationship 

between Hall of Fame rider Mike 

Smith and Canadian jockey Chantal 

Sutherland, the physical rigors of 

being a jockey, as well as the family 

life of veteran Aaron Gryder. 

Gryder, 38, is no stranger to the 

small screen after having appeared in 

an episode of “The Sopranos” on 

HBO. 

“Some will be surprised,” Gryder said 

of the show.  “Not only those who 

don’t know racing, but some people 

who I ride for, that (Alex) Solis and 

Mike (Smith) ride for, they’ll be sur-

prised at what we go through.  They 

think that we just go in the hot box 

and lose a couple pounds in the 

sauna.  But it’s mental preparation, 

running up a mountain before the 

races, going to our trainers, the yoga, 

the Pilates, the boxing – there’s a lot I 

do that’s different.  People in the 

industry and outside will be sur-

prised.” 

Jockeys’ Guild National Manager 

Terry Meyocks said the widespread 

exposure of a show like “Jockeys” 

could be good for not only the riders 

but also the sport as a whole. 

“I think it’s important, whether its 

jocks or trainers, to promote the 

sport,” Meyocks said.  “The one thing 

I’ve maintained over the years is that 

fans relate to athletes.  That is true in 

other sports and in racing as well.”   

                                                                            

Tim Nichols/Thoroughbred Times 



After traumatic injury to a 

person’s brain or spinal cord, 

time is the major factor in the 

ultimate severity of that injury. 

Much of the damage to the 

injured nervous tissue occurs 

during the first several hours 

and days following the inci-

dent, which suggests that 

“secondary injury” might be 

prevented by early treatment 

with neuroprotective drugs. 

Edward Hall, director of the 

University of Kentucky Spinal 

Cord & Brain Injury Research 

Center (SCoBIRC), is leading a 

team of scientists who are test-

ing various drugs that might 

inhibit secondary injury to the 

brain or spinal cord. This team 

includes Jim Geddes, Patrick 

Sullivan, Kathryn Saatman, and 

Alexander Rabchevsky 

(SCoBIRC), Stephen Scheff 

(Sanders-Brown Center on 

Aging) and Joe Springer 

(physical medicine and rehabili-

tation). 

Three different types of drugs 

are currently being tested. 

These drugs block the damag-

ing effects of oxygen free radi-

cals, prevent the loss of energy 

production in cells’ mitochon-

dria, and inhibit the degrada-

tion of nerve cell proteins by 

an enzyme known as calpain. 

One of those treatments, using 

the drug cyclosporine A, is 

currently being tested in se-

verely brain-injured patients by 

SCoBIRC Clinical Director 

Byron Young.  

Hall was a pioneer in the dis-

covery and development of the 

steroid drug methylpredniso-

lone, the only approved drug 

that has been shown to be 

effective for the treatment of 

spinal cord injury. But he is 

hopeful that the protective 

effects of the newer types of 

drugs now being tested by 

his group will far surpass the 

benefits of methylpredniso-

lone in treating the esti-

mated 11,000 Americans 

who suffer a spinal cord 

injury each year and the 1.5 

million who sustain trau-

matic brain injuries. 

For more information about 

SCoBIRC and its research 

programs, please visit 

http://www.mc.uky.edu/

scobirc/ or call (859) 323-

7901. 

This article originally ap-
peared in Odyssey, the 
magazine highlighting the 
latest research advances, 
innovative scholarship, and 
outstanding people at the 
University of Kentucky. 

Hall was a pioneer in 
the discovery and 

development of the 
steroid drug 

methylprednisolone, the 
only approved drug that 
has been shown to be 

effective for the 
treatment of spinal cord 

injury. 
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Future Treatments for Spinal Cord and Brain 
Injury Explored at the University of Kentucky’s 
Spinal Cord & Brain Injury Research Center  

Jockeys Donate to Winners Foundation 
Top jockey Garrett Gomez and a group of Southern California based riders contributed $16,500 to the 

Winners Foundation on January 3 at Santa Anita Park. The Winners Foundation helps individuals and 

families in the racing industry with alcohol and substance abuse problems and is based at Santa Anita. 

The foundation is funded primarily by racing associations throughout California. 

“Without the Winners Foundation, I wouldn’t be riding today,” said Gomez. “They help people through-

out racing, on the backside, frontside, everywhere. I can’t think of a more deserving organization.” 

The check was presented on behalf of the jockeys by Darrell Haire, Western Regional Jockey s’ Guild 

Manager and Winners Foundation board member to Bob Fletcher, Winners Foundation Executive Direc-

tor.  

For more information regarding the Winners Foundation contact (626) 574-6498 at Santa Anita, (510) 

525-2283 at Golden Gate Fields or e-mail WinnersFoundation@WinnersFoundation.org. 

From left, Edward Hall, George Smith, 
Alexander Rabchevsky, and Patrick Sullivan                       
with the UK Spinal Cord & Brain Injury 
Research Center in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Jockey Health Information System 
The Jockey Health Information System, a database that stores jockeys’ updated medical histo-

ries, has to date, the following tracks participating—Keeneland, Churchill Downs, Meadowlands, 

Monmouth, Turfway Park, Laurel, Pimlico, Timonium, Sunland, Hawthorne, NYRA tracks, 

Hoosier Park, Santa Anita, Charles Town, Turf Paradise, and Del Mar. 

Dr. Barry Schumer, Medical 
Director at Keeneland and 
Terry Meyocks, National 
Manager of the Jockeys’ 

Guild met on January 14, 
2009 with members of   

SCoBIRC at the University 
of Kentucky. 
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Central Region 

Robby Albarado      

Jesse Campbell         

Joel  Campbell        

Perry Compton       

Jerry LaSala          

Randy Meier           

Glen Murphy        

Rodney Prescott    

Eddie Razo                

Alex Birzer  - Alt. 

Eastern Region 

Joe Bravo                     

Javier Castellano        

Ramon Dominguez      

Stewart Elliott              

Mike Luzzi                  

Mario Pino                   

Edgar Prado                   

John Velazquez              

Jose Velez, Jr.                                                           

Western Region 

Jon Court                 

David Flores           

Garrett Gomez          

Casey Lambert           

Leslie Mawing            

Mike Smith                

G.R. Carter                

Cody Jensen               

Kent Desormeaux  

2009 Jockeys’ Guild Senate 

John Beech                                      
(512) 826-3344  

jbeech@jockeysguild.com   

Darrell Haire                                    
(909) 241-2704  

dhaire@jockeysguild.com 

Jeff Johnston                                   
(859) 547-8084               

jeff@jockeysguild.com 

Herbie Rivera, Jr.                                             
(727) 637-2426                                                 

herbie@jockeysguild.com 

Larry Saumell                                                   
(410) 262-9991  

Richard Mena, Jockeys’ Chaplain                     

(626) 536-5413                                                  

RACETRACKBIBLESTUDY.COM                  

THOROUGHBRED@RACETRACK.COM  

Jockeys’ Guild Regional Representatives 

Visit the revamped website at:  

www.jockeysguild.com 

Congratulations to Garrett Gomez on the Eclipse Award for Jockey of the Year; Pascacio 
Lopez on the Eclipse Award for Apprentice Jockey of the Year.  

Congratulations to Stewart Elliott on career win 4,000. 

The Jockeys’ Guild welcomes the following new members: Eulices Gomez, Adalberto    
Candanosa, Matthew Werner Hagerty, Lloyd Dale Beaty, Wesley Gene Ho, Xavier Perez, 
Carlos A. Garcia, Saul Duarte Gomez, Pedro Monterrey, Jr. 

Tom Block and Joe Clabes of Block Clabes LLC have been retained to provide governmen-

tal lobbying services for the Jockeys’ Guild membership and the equine industry with state 

governments, and racing commissions in New York, Kentucky, Illinois, Texas, Florida and 

Maryland. 

JOCKEYS’ GUILD STAFF 

Terence J. Meyocks                 
National Manager                                 

tmeyocks@moreracingent.com          

Gloria Hinkson-Barajas            
Bi-lingual Receptionist, Administrative 

Assistant                                           

gloria@jockeysguild.com  

Jamie Carter                                       
Mount Fees, Media Rights,                

Special Events                                   

jamie@jockeysguild.com  

Tina Linville                               
Accounts Receivable/Payable, Invoicing 

tina@jockeysguild.com 

Shevawn Moore                    
Temporary Disability, Life Insurance 

Benefits, Permanently Disabled Members 

smoore@jockeysguild.com 

Jennifer Ray                          
Membership, Website Administration, 

Newsletter                  

jray@jockeysguild.com 

2009 Jockeys’ Guild Board of Directors 

John Velazquez, Chairman            

G.R. Carter, Vice Chairman  

Jon Court, Secretary        

Jerry LaSala, Treasurer                     

Robby Albarado                                      

Joel Campbell    

Perry Compton                                        

Glen Murphy                                               

Rodney Prescott  

♦ George Woolf Memorial Award Voting — Be sure to vote by February 15 for your choice 
to receive the George Woolf Award. Nominees are Gary Baze, Calvin Borel,  Javier 
Castellano, David Flores and John Velazquez. The Clerk of Scales at each track The Clerk of Scales at each track The Clerk of Scales at each track The Clerk of Scales at each track 
has the ballot.has the ballot.has the ballot.has the ballot. 

♦ Please let the Jockeys’ Guild office know of any changes to your contact information or 
Life Insurance beneficiary. 

♦ Your 2009 Jockeys’ Guild dues are payable now. 

REMINDERS 


